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What “Fat Thor” Reveals About Gender Differences in Perception of Male Insult and Obesity 

Introduction 

Men and women communicate differently.  

I know this from personal experience. At one point early in our relationship, I recall 

how horrified my wife was at how my dad, my brothers and I related to one another through 

comments and insults without the other feeling the slightest bit offended. There definitely 

seemed to be a big difference between the way males and females perceived these 

interactions. 

Lately, I’ve been taken up with the conversations that have arisen over Fat Thor in the 

Avengers: Endgame (2019). The pundits seemed to be divided almost along gender lines as 

to whether the change in the character portrayed by Chris Hemsworth since 2011 is one long, 

offensive running joke or whether he is a genuine hero of a different body size. 

Initial charges of “fat-shaming” in Avengers: Endgame were introduced by Kaila 

Hale-Stern, writing for TheMarySue.com, two days prior to the film’s release in the U.S. 

(Hale-Stern, 2019). She justified the violation of a fandom social contract known as a spoiler 

moratorium instituted by the filmmakers until May 6, 2019 (Marshall, 2019) by citing the 

need to warn persons who might be unprepared for the alleged fat-shaming surrounding Thor 

in the film. Of the articles written by the end of opening weekend, 61% were negative. Men 

reacted mostly positive at 66% compared to 75% negative reviews from women writers. 

During the following week and weekend leading up to the spoiler moratorium, the trend 

continued with 56% negative views overall of how Thor’s new look was handled. Men 

reacted with 75% positive views compared to 80% negative views. Beginning on the day the 

spoiler moratorium ended, a Marvel public relations campaign dedicated to explaining why 
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the filmmakers chose to make Thor plus sized resulted in a reversal of trends, so that 75% of 

reviews mentioning Thor were positive about his portrayal in Endgame. In fact, for the first 

time, more female pundits chimed in on the positive side of things at 66%, while the male 

voice remained 80% positive toward “Thick Thor.” 

The charges of fat-shaming were based not only on Thor wearing a fat body suit, but 

on his initial portrayal as plus-sized and several jokes made through the film. The first sight 

of Fat Thor was designed to elicit shocked laughter at the sudden change in his appearance. 

He is slovenly, clearly very drunk, and argues with a Fortnite gamer called N00bmaster69. 

The temptation of more beer is required to get him out of his home. Thor’s weight is 

complicated by the fact that he is being portrayed as an alcoholic suffering from depression 

and PTSD. Several pundits make mention of insults from characters Rocket Raccoon 

(comparing his shirtless physique to “melted ice cream”), Tony Stark/Iron Man (“Hey, 

Lebowski”,  James Rhodes/War Machine (a suggestion that Thor has Cheez Whiz in his 

veins), and Thor’s mother, Frigga (who tells him to eat a salad). Defenders of Thick Thor 

noted that his mother was just giving motherly health advice, that Stark’s comment refers 

more to his slovenly manner than his weight, and that such mean-spirited verbal jousting is 

typical of Stark, Rhodey and Rocket, the latter of which seems to find being offensive 

particularly humorous. They also point out that Thor’s character arc included him coming to 

realize that he was still worthy and going toe-to-toe with Thanos without undergoing a back-

to-fit transformation in the process. 

Hypothesis 

I believe that a significant difference exists in how male body size is viewed and 

discussed depending upon one’s gender. I suspect that political leanings may also be a factor, 
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but I think that my research will confirm that the issue being raised by Thor’s body 

transformation in the Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU) Fat Thor will be viewed very 

differently along gender lines. My question is whether genderlect affects how men and 

women perceive and talk about body size, specifically in how they see overweight white 

males. 

Research Methods 

Research was conducted both in peer-reviewed literature and by combing through the 

available popular articles on the subject of Thor’s cinematic body transformation and how he 

is talked about, paying specific attention to the gender of the author.  

Article Survey 

Popular articles were discovered by conducting a Google search of the terms “Thor” 

and “Thor fat shaming,” with a date range of April 15, 2019 to May 25, 2019. Multiple 

articles by a single author were omitted. The popular article survey (Appendix 1) contains 29 

representative posts. Of these, 17 were written by female authors (59%) and 12 were written 

by males (41%). Overall, 14 of the articles were positive (48%) towards Thor’s body 

transformation, 14 were negative (48%) towards it, and one was mixed (4%). While the 

positive and negative responses were divided down the middle, they were definitely skewed 

by gender. Male writers responded to Thor’s transformation with 75% positive articles, 

compared to only 31% of female authors. Conversely, 68% of female writers responded 

negatively compared to 25% of male authors.  

Poll Design 

Additionally, social media polls were conducted to gauge whether the articles are 

indicative of the general public’s perspective. Polls were created on May 19-20, 2019 on five 
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different Facebook groups, chosen for a probable interest in the Marvel Cinematic Universe 

(MCU) fandom. Groups utilized included Realm Makers Consortium (Breeden, 2019a) [1.6K 

members], a group of Christian authors who discuss various speculative fiction fandoms; 

AVENGERS END GAME SPOILER/DISCUSSION (Breeden, 2019b) [8.3K members]; 

Avengers: Endgame – Spoiler Discussion (Breeden, 2019c) [4.7K members]; AVENGERS 

ENDGAME Spoilers (Breeden, 2019d) [11K members]; and SUPERHERO MOVIES 

(Breeden, 2019e) [19K members]. On May 20, 2017, a slightly altered poll was posted to 

Avengers: Endgame Aftermath & Support Group (Breeden, 2019f) [4.1K members]. Data 

from all six polls was collected on May 25, 2019.  

The poll text was identical. After noting that the poll was for research for a paper, the 

groups were given the following introduction: 

“When Avengers:Endgame came out, there was a lot of immediate controversy 

surrounding Thor's body transformation, variously labeled Fat Thor, Thick Thor and Thor 

Lebowski. Lots of bloggers and journalists gave their immediate reaction, even while the 

Spoiler Moratorium was still in effect. Some saw it as offensive fat-shaming, as one long 

running fat joke. Others saw Thor's transformation as an authentic portrayal of the potential 

physical results of depression, grief and PTSD, and/or were happy to see body diversity 

portrayed in the final act of his heroic arc. What was your take on Thor's Endgame 

transformation? Was it Positive? Negative? Did it matter to you at all? Note: Please be 

respectful of each other's opinions on this issue.” 

The poll included three options: (1) “Positive / Thick Thor is still worthy!” with a 

photo of a battle-ready lightning-shrouded God of Thunder; (2) “Negative / Fat Thor is 

offensive/insensitive” with a behind the scenes photo of Chris Hemsworth eating guacamole 
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off his fat-suited stomach; and (3) “No Opinion/Don’t Care” with a photo of Thor in 

sunglasses and loose clothing, the incarnation known as “Thor Lebowski.” The group 

members were allowed to write in other options. A variant version of the poll (Breeden, 

2019f) was created on May 20, 2019 in consideration of a write-in option. It included a 

wording change for option #3 (“No Opinion/Don’t Care/It’s just a movie”) and a fourth 

option: “Mixed Feelings / Funny but Wrong/ It's complicated.” 

The poll results of the original poll questions were calculated first. Write-in options 

were then evaluated and brought into one of the four option categories to calculate an 

adjusted total. Since this study also wanted to examine the polls for gender differences in the 

perception in Thor’s body transformation, names and associated profile picture of those who 

participated in the polls were used to determine gender by inference. This is not ideal, but 

still provides a good degree of reliability.  

Poll Results 

The Overall Results (see Table 1) of the aggregated polls (see Appendix 2 for individual 

poll results) showed a total of 712 respondents, the vast majority of which, at 576 votes, viewed 

Thor’s body transformation as Positive (81%). Only 33 voted indicated a negative view of “Fat 

Thor” (5%). Almost 12% voted that they had Mixed opinions (84 votes), while roughly 3% 

voted No Opinion (19 votes). By gender, 333 votes were determined to be Male (58%) compared 

to 243 Female votes (42%). Even so, there was little difference between Male and Female views 

of Thor’s body transformation. Males voted 80% Positive, 2% Mixed, 4% Negative and 14% No 

Opinion compared to Females, who voted 82% Positive, 4% Mixed, 6% Negative and 8% No 

Opinion. The biggest disparity is in the No Opinion category. Tongue-in-cheek, we might 
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observe that Males are 2% more likely not to care across the board or that Females cared 2% 

more about the subject. 

 

These results do not match the results of the Popular Article survey (Appendix 1).  

Discussion 

My hypothesis that a significant difference exists in how male body size is viewed 

and discussed depending upon one’s gender so that Thor’s body transformation in the Marvel 

Cinematic Universe (MCU) to “Fat Thor” would be viewed very differently along gender 

lines turned out to be false. A survey of popular articles on the subject seemed to confirm my 

hypothesis – at least those written before the spoiler moratorium – but did not coincide with 

results of my Facebook Poll. 

Gender disparity in perceptions of male and female obesity  

Some attempt to explain these contradictory trends seems necessary. Why did female 

pundits overwhelmingly view Fat Thor negatively prior to May 6, 2019 and then skew to 

view it positively afterward, converging with the trend shown in my polls? The simplest 

answer could be that the public relations campaign had its intended effect. Yet why was there 

such a gender disparity in how Thor was viewed prior to the PR campaign? 

M/F 

Ratio
712 participants Positive Mixed Negative

No 

Opinion

Adjusted Totals 576 19 33 84

Percent (adjusted 81% 3% 5% 12%

58% Total Male 333 7 15 59

Percent (adjusted) 80% 2% 4% 14%

42% Total Female 243 12 18 25

Percent (adjusted) 82% 4% 6% 8%

Table 1: Overall Results with Gender Differences
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Or the answer may come down to how males and females view obesity. In a general 

sense, “empirical evidence suggests that girls are socialized to be emotional, nonaggressive, 

nurturing, and obedient, whereas boys are socialized to be unemotional, aggressive, 

achievement oriented, and self-reliant” (Wester, 2002, p.640). This would necessarily put 

women on the defensive regarding societal expectations of gender roles. In Western culture, 

there is pressure for women to be fit and thin. “Although attitudes toward overweight are 

universally negative in Western cultures, some research suggests that women may be more 

likely to denigrate the overweight and obese and to be the target of weight stigmatization 

compared with men” (Grover, 2003, p.126). This would certainly explain why several female 

pundits clearly felt they were sounding the alarm to potential persecution over the film. 

The societal pressure to be fit and thin affects women to a greater degree than men. 

More than one study “found that implicit denigration of overweight correlated with lower 

implicit self-esteem among women. Analogously, women’s negative explicit attitudes toward 

overweight have been shown to be associated with lower explicit self-esteem… suggesting 

that internalization of a cultural denigration of fat might lead to harsher self-appraisal and 

thus lower self-esteem among women” (Grover 2003, p.133). 

By contrast, men aren’t quite as affected by the pressure to be fit and thin. “Men seem 

to be protected from body dissatisfaction by failing to identify themselves with heavy, even 

when they are objectively overweight. This likely explains why men are underrepresented 

among those seeking weight loss, despite gender parity in the prevalence of overweight and 

obesity among Caucasians… An ability to view the self as light regardless of actual weight 

would also protect men from developing eating disorders, because this is almost the opposite 
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of the body image disturbance experienced by patients with anorexia nervosa in which they 

see themselves as fat despite being underweight” (Grover 2003, p.133).  

To answer the question of whether obese males are seen differently than obese 

women by society-at-large, one political study suggests that when weight and gender are 

considered in how individuals evaluate political candidates, “obese female candidates were 

evaluated more negatively than nonobese female candidates. In contrast, obese male 

candidates were evaluated more positively than nonobese male candidates” (Miller, 2010, 

p.715). To clarify, “Obese female candidates were evaluated more negatively overall and 

assessed more negatively in terms of reliability, dependability, honesty, dependability, able to 

inspire, and able to perform a strenuous job than nonobese female candidates. In contrast, 

obese male candidates were rated more positively than nonobese male candidates” (Miller, 

2010, p.715). This seems to confirm my hypothesis that male obesity is seen differently than 

female obesity, though by society rather than along gender lines as I first thought.  

This gender disparity has certain consequences. “The internalization of overweight as 

an aspect of identity in women may stem from the salience of weight issues to women in our 

culture. Empirical evidence has consistently revealed that weight and body image concerns 

are more prevalent in women than men… Furthermore, several studies have found that 

weight status is closely tied to judgments of relationship desirability of women but not men” 

(Grover, 2003, pp.132-133). In fact, more than one person in my life and in articles I’ve read 

noted that they found “Thick Thor” that much hotter for having a “Dad bod.” 

Male interpersonal communication and insult 

That is not to say that the male defense of insults during interpersonal communication 

is without merit. As noted, several of the characters in the MCU display a tendency toward 
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verbal jabs that a lot of men find reflective of their own same-gender relationships. In my 

experience, all the “fat-shaming” insults objected to in Endgame by female pundits occurred 

within this context and may reflect a gendered misunderstanding of their intent.  

It has been suggested that there is a sociological motivator behind this trend of trading 

insults between friends. “Insults between friends can help serve this relationship-monitoring 

function. As insults - even the joking kind - carry the potential to inflict costs on their target, 

the willingness of an individual to tolerate the insult - to endure those costs - can serve as a 

credible signal for friendship quality. …Indeed, if these insults did not carry costs, they 

would not be reliable indications of friendship strength. …This yields another prediction: the 

degree of friendship strength can also be assessed by the degree of insults willing to be 

tolerated. In other words, the more it takes to "go too far" when it comes to insults, the closer 

and stronger the friendship between two individuals” (Marczyk, 2017). 

In the context of the Thor fat-shaming saga, this suggests that his comrades still 

accept him but are concerned at how far things have changed. “[F]riendships are dynamic 

things based, in part, on what each party can offer to the other. …times of change are also 

precisely when the value of reassessing relationship strength can be at its highest. There's less 

of a risk of a person abandoning a friendship when nothing has changed, relative to when it 

has. In either case, the assessment and management of social relationships is likely the key 

for understanding the tolerance of insults from friends and intolerance of them from 

strangers” (Marczyk, 2017). For example, Thor’s conflict management style has never been 

Avoiding, as evidenced by his bluster over N00bmaster69. He has always more fit the 

Competing conflict management style. Yet his new lifestyle of drowning his sorrows and 

https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/basics/leadership
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responsibilities in alcohol is directly at odds with this. Thor’s comrades can be seen as trying 

to draw him out, to return to his old self. 

It is noteworthy that Bruce Banner/Professor Hulk treats Thor with respect and 

tenderness during his laugh-filled Fat Thor reveal scene and that Rocket later commiserates 

with Thor over everything they’ve lost. So too when Thor breaks down over losing his 

former girlfriend, Jane Foster, and then begin sadly ruminating over everything else he’s lost, 

exchanged glances between his friends indicate concern rather than derision.  

Fat stigma in an age of online nonverbal communication 

But do women have more cause to be concerned? A recent study found “a worrying 

situation of frequent disinhibited aggressive messages against overweight individuals online” 

(Jeon, 2018). The study cites other research which catalogues the trend of negative fat stigma 

online and the affect it has on plus-sized individuals. “Weight stigma often manifests 

stereotypes, rejection, and prejudice toward individuals with obesity. One of the most 

common forms of expressing weight stigma is through verbal attack or verbal bullying 

defined as statements that attack the self-concept of the receiver, intending to deliver 

psychological pain (eg, teasing, ridiculing, derogating, devaluing, humiliating). Research 

shows that verbal attacks on overweight individuals are common on social media. A recent 

study, which analyzed 1.37 million posts collected from various social media channels 

including YouTube, found that 92 percent of the posts related obesity with negative, 

misogynist or derogatory words. Additionally, researchers suggest that weight-based 

aggressive comments are highly likely to induce depression or anxiety in overweight 

individuals. Depression could subsequently result in binge eating and weight gain, which 

may increase exposure to further weight-stigma and, at worst, even lead to suicide. Due to 
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these adverse effects of weight stigma, various authors called for more intervention efforts, 

including development of health messages, to reduce weight stigma and relieve mental 

burden for individuals with obesity” (Jeon, 2018). 

The study utilized a viral YouTube video created on September 24, 2014, entitled “Fat 

Girl Tinder Date,” in which “a slender woman set up a number of dates through Tinder, a 

matchmaking mobile app, using a profile picture which accurately depicted her appearance; 

however, before appearing for each date she disguised herself as an obese woman by wearing 

body adhesives. Hidden cameras videotaped how men reacted to the ‘obese’ woman. Later, a 

similar video was released titled ‘Fat Guy Tinder Date’ …with a slender man attending 

Tinder-arranged dates wearing comparable body adhesives” (Jeon, 2018). These twin videos 

allowed the researchers to examine the comments for gender differences in expressing fat 

stigma. One of the results demonstrated that “overweight women are prevalently victimized 

by men. More specifically, men are more likely than women to attack overweight women, 

and women do not show any tendency of attacking overweight men more than women. It is 

possible that men may blame obese women for not conforming to their role of ‘being an 

attractive object’ in a patriarchal society” (Jeon, 2018). 

The study suggested that this abuse is partially a result of how the Internet affects 

interpersonal communication. “Many scholars claim that the Internet is an arena where 

people feel disinhibited to state what they would not ordinarily say face-to-face …an 

affordance of anonymity online—more so than face-to-face communication— allowing 

Internet users to feel less restrained by the consequences of saying what is ordinarily socially 

undesirable, which includes swearing or expressing hatred against overweight people. This 

phenomenon is termed as ‘Toxic Disinhibition Effects’. According to the perspective of 
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Toxic Disinhibition Effects, people would feel less inhibited in expressing verbal aggression 

against individuals with obesity, potentially resulting in a plethora of derogatory or 

aggressive comments targeting obese people” (Jeon, 2018). Social media communication 

involves a much different communication climate than face-to-face encounters; it often 

involves a lack of nonverbal clues, including inflections of tone, facial expression, body 

posture, and so on, allowing us to depersonalize the person we’re communicating with, 

reducing the inhibitions we would have in person.  

Conclusion 

I set out to answer the question as to whether male obesity is seen differently by 

males versus females, and whether insults between bonded males necessarily constitute fat 

shaming when they are directed at stereotypes of obesity.  

My original hypothesis that one’s perception of Fat Thor as negative fat-shaming or 

positive superhero body diversity would fall along gender lines turned out to be inaccurate. 

Rather a survey of popular articles on Thor’s body transformation in Endgame revealed the 

emergence of a mostly positive response to Fat Thor after an initially negative female 

response. This generally positive reception coincided with the results of our Facebook poll as 

well. Research suggests that a disparity exists in how obesity is viewed by gender with obese 

men receiving a more positive reaction by both sexes compared to obese women. 

Several factors come into play in explaining the initial female negative reaction to Fat 

Thor as fat-shaming. First, under societal pressure to be fit and thin, women have made body 

in this area. Conversely, men do not share these concerns over body weight. Second, males 

tend to view the barbed interpersonal communication between bonded males in Endgame as 

normative, but fat-shaming trends in the media have caused some women to miss the 
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significance of this context. But not without a cause, because Third, a lack of paralanguage 

cues online often causes fat stigma and the online phenomenon of disinhibition to turn into 

full-fledged cyberbullying, where “overweight women are prevalently victimized by men” 

and “men are more likely than women to attack overweight women” (Jeon, 2018). 

The initial negative trend in reaction to Fat Thor among females is therefore 

understandable as a reasonable expectation of potential waves of fat-shaming and fat stigma-

related attacks online in connection with the film. A misapprehension of the interpersonal 

communication styles of bonded males was subverted by an appreciation of the potential for 

the toxic inhibition effects of nonverbal online communication to ignite fat stigma into verbal 

abuse toward obese females.  

 



FINAL PROJECT 15 

References 

Grover, V. P., Keel, P. K., & Mitchell, J. P. (2003). Gender Differences in Implicit Weight 

Identity. International Journal of Eating Disorders, 34(1), 125–135. 

https://fir.tesu.edu:2122/10.1002/eat.10167. 

Hale-Stern, K. (2019, April 24). There's a Seriously Problematic Depiction of a Character in Avengers: 

Endgame. Retrieved from https://www.themarysue.com/problematic-character-depiction-avengers-

endgame/.  

Jeon, Y. A., Hale, B., Knackmuhs, E., & Mackert, M. (2018). Weight Stigma Goes Viral on the Internet: 

Systematic Assessment of YouTube Comments Attacking Overweight Men and Women. Interactive 

journal of medical research, 7(1), e6. doi:10.2196/ijmr.9182 

Marczyk, J. (2017, May 18). Why Do We Roast the Ones We Love? Retrieved May 25, 2019, from 

https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/pop-psych/201705/why-do-we-roast-the-ones-we-love. 

Marshall, R. (2019, May 03). Avengers: Endgame Spoiler Ban Lifts May 6, According to Directors. Retrieved 

May 26, 2019, from https://www.digitaltrends.com/movies/avengers-endgame-spoilers/. 

Miller, B. J., & Lundgren, J. D. (2010). An Experimental Study of the Role of Weight Bias in Candidate 

Evaluation. Obesity, 18(4), 712-718. doi:10.1038/oby.2009.492. 

Wester, S. R., Vogel, D. L., Pressly, P. K., & Heesacker, M. (2002). Sex Differences in Emotion: A Critical 

Review of the Literature and Implications for Counseling Psychology. The Counseling 

Psychologist, 30(4), 630–652. https://doi.org/10.1177/00100002030004008 

Polls 

Breeden, T. [CreationLetter]. (2019a, May 19). Hi, guys. I'm conducting some research for a paper on mass 

communication in the digital age. I'm hoping you can help me out. When Avengers:Endgame came 

out, there was a lot of immediate controversy surrounding Thor's body transformation, variously. 

[Facebook Poll]. Retrieved May 25, 2019, from 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/RealmMakersConsortium/permalink/2514272945279209/. 

--- (2019b, May 19). Hi, guys. I'm conducting some research for a paper on mass communication in the 

digital age. I'm hoping you can help me out. When Avengers:Endgame came out, there was a lot of 

immediate controversy surrounding Thor's body transformation, variously. [Facebook Poll]. Retrieved 

https://fir.tesu.edu:2122/10.1002/eat.10167
https://www.themarysue.com/problematic-character-depiction-avengers-endgame/
https://www.themarysue.com/problematic-character-depiction-avengers-endgame/
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/pop-psych/201705/why-do-we-roast-the-ones-we-love
https://www.digitaltrends.com/movies/avengers-endgame-spoilers/
https://doi.org/10.1177/00100002030004008
https://www.facebook.com/groups/RealmMakersConsortium/permalink/2514272945279209/


FINAL PROJECT 16 

May 25, 2019, from 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/312953156062762/permalink/328627407828670/ 

--- (2019c, May 19). Hi, guys. I'm conducting some research for a paper on mass communication in the 

digital age. I'm hoping you can help me out. When Avengers:Endgame came out, there was a lot of 

immediate controversy surrounding Thor's body transformation, variously. [Facebook Poll]. Retrieved 

May 25, 2019, from 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/MCUAvengersEndgame/permalink/290114695228434/. 

--- (2019d, May 19). Hi, guys. I'm conducting some research for a paper on mass communication in the 

digital age. I'm hoping you can help me out. When Avengers:Endgame came out, there was a lot of 

immediate controversy surrounding Thor's body transformation, variously. [Facebook Poll]. Retrieved 

May 25, 2019, from 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1572785792945315/permalink/2299306516959902/.  

--- (2019e, May 19). Hi, guys. I'm conducting some research for a paper on mass communication in the 

digital age. I'm hoping you can help me out. When Avengers:Endgame came out, there was a lot of 

immediate controversy surrounding Thor's body transformation, variously. [Facebook Poll]. Retrieved 

May 25, 2019, from 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/SUPERHEROMOVIES/permalink/2171447076303771/. 

--- (2019f, May 20). Hi, guys. I'm conducting some research for a paper on mass communication in the 

digital age. I'm hoping you can help me out. When Avengers:Endgame came out, there was a lot of 

immediate controversy surrounding Thor's body transformation, variously. [Facebook Poll]. Retrieved 

May 25, 2019, from 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/336335213685858/permalink/354136455239067/. 

  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/312953156062762/permalink/328627407828670/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/MCUAvengersEndgame/permalink/290114695228434/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1572785792945315/permalink/2299306516959902/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/SUPERHEROMOVIES/permalink/2171447076303771/


FINAL PROJECT 17 

Appendix 1: Survey of “Fat Thor” Articles 

• Hale-Stern, K. (2019, April 24). There's a Seriously Problematic Depiction of a Character in Avengers: 

Endgame. Retrieved from https://www.themarysue.com/problematic-character-depiction-avengers-

endgame/. Female. Negative. 

• Baker-Whitelaw, G. (2019, April 26). The recurring fat joke in 'Avengers: Endgame' sucks. Retrieved 

from https://www.dailydot.com/parsec/fat-thor-avengers-endgame/. Female. Negative. 

• Libbey, D. (2019, April 26). Chris Hemsworth Talks Creating A Different Thor For Avengers: 

Endgame. Retrieved from https://www.cinemablend.com/news/2470876/chris-hemsworth-talks-

creating-a-different-thor-for-avengers-endgame. Male. Positive. 

• Mallenbaum, C. (2019, April 26). Chris Hemsworth wanted a 'different' Thor in 'Avengers: Endgame': 

Here's how fans reacted. Retrieved from 

https://www.usatoday.com/story/life/entertainthis/2019/04/26/chris-hemsworth-thor-endgame-change-

different/3578618002/. Female. Negative. 

• Perry, K. (2019, April 26). Avengers: Endgame's 5 best and 5 worst things. Retrieved from 

https://www.looper.com/151362/avengers-endgame-5-best-5-worst-things/. Male. Negative. 

• Quintana, A. (2019, April 26). You Might Not Recognize Thor in 'Avengers: Endgame' (SPOILERS). 

Retrieved from https://www.distractify.com/p/why-is-thor-fat-avengers-endgame. Female. Negative. 

• Ricci, K. (2019, April 26). The Biggest Running Joke Of 'Avengers: Endgame' Has People Conflicted. 

Retrieved from https://uproxx.com/hitfix/avengers-endgame-fat-thor-lebowski/3/. Female. Mixed. 

• Robinson, J. (2019, April 26). Avengers: Endgame-Is Thor's New Look More Than Just a Joke? 

Retrieved from https://www.vanityfair.com/hollywood/2019/04/avengers-endgame-fat-thor-ptsd-jokes-

controversy. Female. Positive. 

• Tannenbaum, E. (2019, April 26). The Big Fat Problem With Thor in ‘Avengers: Endgame.’ Retrieved 

from https://www.cosmopolitan.com/entertainment/movies/a27288683/avengers-endgame-thor-

problem-twitter-reactions/. Female. Negative. 

• Heritage, S. (2019, April 27). In defence of Fat Thor: Hemsworth's Avenger isn't a poster boy for 

mental health issues, so let's not make him one. Retrieved from 

https://www.themarysue.com/problematic-character-depiction-avengers-endgame/
https://www.themarysue.com/problematic-character-depiction-avengers-endgame/
https://www.dailydot.com/parsec/fat-thor-avengers-endgame/
https://www.cinemablend.com/news/2470876/chris-hemsworth-talks-creating-a-different-thor-for-avengers-endgame
https://www.cinemablend.com/news/2470876/chris-hemsworth-talks-creating-a-different-thor-for-avengers-endgame
https://www.usatoday.com/story/life/entertainthis/2019/04/26/chris-hemsworth-thor-endgame-change-different/3578618002/
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Appendix 2: Poll Data and Results 

Table 2: Poll Data & Results  

Realm Makers Consortium 
(Breeden, 2019a) 

Positive Mixed Negative 
No 

Opinion 

M/F Ratio 
143 Votes /               

167 Adjusted 
102 6 4 31 

  
Percent (as 
designed) 

74%   3% 20% 

  Total adjusted 102 11 23 31 

  Percent (adjusted) 61% 17% 14% 19% 

30% Male 31 2 7 16 

  Percent (adjusted) 55% 4% 13% 29% 

70% Female 71 9 16 15 

  Percent (adjusted) 64% 8% 14% 14% 

AVENGERS END GAME 
SPOILER/DISCUSSION             

(Breeden, 2019b) 
Positive Mixed Negative 

No 
Opinion 

M/F Ratio 
99 Votes /                  

104 Adjusted 
87   1 11 

  
Percent (as 
designed) 

88%   1% 11% 

  Total adjusted 87   6 11 

  Percent (adjusted) 84%   6% 11% 

56% Male 49 0 5 7 

  Percent (adjusted) 80% 0% 8% 11% 

44% Female 38 0 1 4 

  Percent (adjusted) 88% 0% 2% 9% 

Avengers: Endgame - Spoiler 
Discussion                               

(Breeden, 2019c) 
Positive Mixed Negative 

No 
Opinion 

M/F Ratio 
196 Votes /              

235 Adjusted 
184   1 11 

  
Percent (as 
designed) 

94%   1% 6% 
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  Total adjusted 222   2 11 

  Percent (adjusted) 94%   1% 5% 

58% Male 129 0 1 7 

  Percent (adjusted) 94% 0% 1% 5% 

0.41891892 Female 93 0 1 4 

  Percent (adjusted) 95% 0% 1% 4% 

Avengers ENDGAME SPOILERS                               
(Breeden, 2019d) 

Positive Mixed Negative 
No 

Opinion 

M/F Ratio 64 Votes 58   1 5 

  
Percent (as 
designed) 

91%   2% 8% 

69% Male 40 0 1 5 

  Percent (adjusted) 87% 0% 2% 11% 

31% Female 18 0 0 0 

  Percent (adjusted) 100% 0% 0% 0% 

SUPERHERO MOVIES                            
(Breeden, 2019e) 

Positive Mixed Negative 
No 

Opinion 

M/F Ratio 75 Votes 53   1 21 

  
Percent (as 
designed) 

71%   2% 8% 

85% Male 45 0 1 19 

  Percent (adjusted) 69% 0% 2% 29% 

15% Female 8 0 0 2 

  Percent (adjusted) 80% 0% 0% 20% 

Avengers: Endgame Aftermath & 
Support Group                            

(Breeden, 2019f) 
Positive Mixed Negative 

No 
Opinion 

M/F Ratio 
66 Votes /                    

67 Adjusted 
53 8 0 5 

  
Percent (as 
designed) 

80% 12% 0% 8% 

  Total adjusted 54 8 0 5 

  Percent (adjusted) 81% 12% 0% 7% 

72% Male 39 5 0 5 

  Percent (adjusted) 80% 10% 0% 10% 

28% Female 15 3 0 0 

  Percent (adjusted) 83% 17% 0% 0% 
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